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Bach Festival Xl
March 25-31/3/2027

Reserve your seats now for the festival's
main concert:

Easter Oratorio

Andrew Parrott, conductor (UK)
Soloists - TBA

Haifa — Hecht Museum Auditorium
Friday, 26.3.27 at 13:00

Jerusalem — YMCA International Auditorium
Saturday night, 27.3.27 at 20:00

Tel Aviv-Jaffa — Tel Aviv Museum of Art
Sunday, 28.3.27 at 20:00

Givat Brenner — Concert Hall
Monday, 29.3.27 at 20:00

"Witches?” Festival
October 16-17, 2026

Various venues in Jerusalem

"Witches?" Festival brings to the
forefront the musical and artistic
creativity of women from a range of
cultures in Israel and Europe, across
different eras. The festival highlights

the work of real women as well as

the representation of mythical and
literary women. It traces the origins of
accusations of witchcraft against women
and explores the connection between
creative expression and suspicion of
being a witch. It also exposes the threat
faced by nearly every woman during the
Renaissance and Baroque periods — of
being burned at the stake as a witch.

Please follow our website for full festival prgrammes
and more updates: www.jbo.co.il
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Artistic director: David Shemer

Deputy chairman: CPA Yair Alon

CEO: Gilli Alon-Bitton

Conductor’s assistant and artistic advisor: Noam Schuss

Leaders: Noam Schuss, Dafna Ravid, Noam Ga, Tami Borenstein, Orit
Messer-Jacobi, Idit Shemer, David Shemer

Board of directors: CPA Yair Alon, Renana Barash, Deborah Ben
David, Estee Dee-Nour, Debrah Gerber, Pamela Hickman, Sara
Magidor, Yoel Makov, Dalia Prashker, Raaya Simran, Prof. Edwin
Seroussi, Prof. Eliyahu Schleifer, Irit Stein

Chairman of the Friends Association in Jerusalem: Pamela Hickman

Producer: Amit Amar

Production assistant: Tal Kremer

Marketing, digital and sales manager: Shira Gal
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Dear Subscribers,
Dear Residents,

TEn UEY

For 38 years, the remarkable talent and artistry of the musicians of the
Jerusalem Baroque Orchestra have been an integral part of Jerusalem'’s
musical life. As a pioneer in the field of historically informed performance
in Israel, the orchestra brings the timeless sounds of Baroque and early
Classical music to contemporary audiences through the use of period
instruments, thus creating a cultural experience that is both distinctive
and inspiring.

Jerusalem is proud to be home to an orchestra that represents our city
with exceptional professionalism on stages throughout Israel and around
the world. Thanks to its outstanding reputation, the orchestra continues
to attract internationally acclaimed artists, among the leading performers
of early music today, while also collaborating with some of Israel's finest
musicians in the field.

The new concert season continues the tradition that has become the
orchestra's hallmark in recent years, while offering fresh perspectives
and fascinating connections, including those between Jewish heritage
and Barogue music. New works composed especially for the unique
instruments of the orchestra further enrich the program, offering
audiences a contemporary musical experience that is sure to captivate
longtime supporters and new listeners alike.

I would like to thank the orchestra's dedicated staff, led by Artistic Director
Professor David Shemer, and express my appreciation for their many years
of musical excellence. My thanks also go to the Board of Directors, chaired
by CPA Yair Alon, and to the orchestra's CEQ, Gili Alon-Biton.

| am confident that the orchestra's new season will once again bring
creativity, inspiration, and fresh artistic energy to all lovers of Baroque
music. | wish the orchestra, its musicians, and its audiences a successful
and enjoyable season.

Moshe Lion




Dear audience,

The 2026—2027 concert season, the 38th season of the Jerusalem Baroque
Orchestra, continues the artistic path that has shaped our work in recent
years: nurturing musical traditions while constantly re-examining them
through fresh perspectives.

three remarkable female figures—Esther, Tamar, and Judith. For this
occasion, we commissioned a new work by the Israeli composer Hanna
Ajiashvili. The commissioning of new music for period instruments has
become an important part of our artistic vision, affirming their vitality and
relevance in contemporary musical life.

In December, our traditional Christmas concert will feature Bach's
Cantata No. 55, performed by the French tenor Olivier Coiffet, alongside
a cantata by Johann Gottlieb Graun. The programme will also include the
outstanding young recorder player Alma Debreczeni, winner of the TARF
competition, reflecting our ongoing support for emerging talent.

This season we welcome distinguished Israeli artists active internationally,
including Alon Sariel and Gili Loftus, while continuing our collaborations
with partners around the world. Among the highlights are our tour to
Canada and the return of Matthias Maute, who will conduct Handel's The
Triumph of Time and Truth as part of our partnership with Ensemble
Caprice of Montreal.

We are also delighted to welcome back the renowned German conductor
Michael Schneider, who will lead Scarlatti's oratorio The Sin, Repentance,
and Grace, bringing the season to a close.

The Bach Festival will once again be a cornerstone of our activities,
featuring Bach's Easter Oratorio under the direction of Andrew Parrott,
whose twenty years as Conductor Laureate we recently celebrated. In
addition, the annual "Witches?" Festival will return in the autumn, bringing
women creators and female artistic voices—from the Middle Ages to the
present day—to the forefront of our programming.

Join us for a season rich in music, creativity and shared experiences..
We look forward to seeing you at the concerts,

Yours faithfully,

qmd Shemer, Music director




Dear audience,

As we approach the 38th season of the Jerusalem Baroque Orchestra, |
am pleased to invite you to join us for a new season of music, encounter,
and meaning.

The past few years have placed us in a complex and often challenging
reality. Precisely within this complexity, we have repeatedly withessed
how music serves as an essential force — a space of listening, comfort,
and human connection. We are deeply grateful to our audience for its
loyalty, presence, and ongoing trust in the orchestra, even in times of
uncertainty.

The upcoming season continues the orchestra’s journey through the
musical traditions of 17th and 18th century Europe, while maintaining
a contemporary, living, and relevant perspective. Alongside well-
known works, we will continue to uncover rare musical treasures
and collaborate with artists from Israel and abroad, guided by a deep
commitment to excellence, innovation, and ongoing exploration.

At the same time, | would like to highlight our growing engagement
with broader dimensions of musical practice, including the increased
presence of women creators and female artistic voices, from the Middle
Ages to the present. The opening concert of the season, dedicated

to prominent female figures, and its conclusion with the "Witches?"
Festival, reflect for me an important expansion of the cultural and
historical discourse we seek to foster.

I invite you to join us for a season of discovery and depth, of beauty and
reflection, and of living encounters between people and music.

Yours sincerely,
Gilli Alon-Bitton

CEO, Jerusalem Baroque Orchestra




Cconcert Season

Concert No. 1 | October 2026

Esther, Tamar and Judith

David Shemer | Conductor

Keren Motseri (Holland) | Soprano
Doreen Sassine | Alto

Dmitri Negrimovski | Bass

Tenor - TBA

Handel — Overture to the oratorio “Esther”
Lidarti — Arias from the oratorio "Esther”
Lidarti — Kol Haneshama

Hanna Ajiashvili — Tamar and Yehuda,
world premiere

Charpentier — "Judith”, oratorio

Haifa — Hecht Museum Auditorium | Saturday, 31.10.26 | 20:00
Jerusalem — YMCA International Auditorium | Sunday, 1.11.26 | 20:00
Tel Aviv-Jaffa — Heikhal Hatarbut — Zucker Hall

Monday, 2.11.26 | 20:00

Givat Brenner — Concert Hall | Tuesday, 3.11.26 | 20:00




Concert No. 2 | December 2026
A Christmas Concert

David Shemer | Conductor
Olivier Coiffet (France) | Tenor
Alma Debretzeni (UK) | Recorder

Corelli — Concerto Grosso in g minor,
"Christmas Concerto”

Graun — Cantata "Eyes, Shining Stars"

Bach — Concerto for recorder and orchestra
Bach — Cantata BWV 55

Haifa — Hecht Museum Auditorium
Saturday, 19.12.26 | 20:00

Jerusalem - YMCA International Auditorium
Sunday, 20.12.26 | 20:00

Tel Aviv-Jaffa — Heikhal Hatarbut, Zucker Auditorium
Tuesday, 22.12.26 | 20:00

Givat Brenner — Concert Hall | Wednesday, 23.12.26 | 20:00

Concert No. 3 | January 2027
Telemandolin

Alon Sariel (Austria)
Conductor and Mandolin soloist

Telemann — Suite "La Bizarre”
Hasse — Concerto for mandolin
Telemann — Sonata de Concert
CPE — Bach Symphony for strings
Telemann - Concerto for mandolin

Jerusalem — YMCA International
Auditorium | Sunday, 24.1.27 | 20:00

Tel Aviv-Jaffa — Heikhal Hatarbut,
Zucker Auditorium | | Tuesday,
26.1.27 | 20:00

Givat Brenner — Concert Hall
Wednesday, 27.1.27 | 20:00



Concert No. 4 | February 2027
The Triumph of Time and Truth

Matthias Maute (Canada) | Conductor
Tom Ben-Yishai | Soprano

Doreen Sassine | Alto

Itamar Hildesheim | Tenor

Additional soloists - TBA

Handel — “The Triumph of Time and Truth”
(il trionfo del tempo e del disinganno), Oratorio

Jerusalem -
YMCA International Auditorium
Sunday, 21.2.27 | 20:00

Tel Aviv-laffa
Heikhal Hatarbut, Zucker Auditorium
Tuesday, 23.2.27 | 20:00

Givat Brenner — Concert Hall
Wednesday, 24.2.27 | 20:00




Concert No. 5 | May 2027
Triple Bach

Ashley Solomon (UK) | Conductor and flutist
Gili Loftus (Canada) | Harpsichord

J. S. Bach —

Concerto for harpsichord and strings,
BWYV 1052

Suite for Strings, BWV 1070
(possibly written by Bach's
son Wilhelm Friedman)

Bach — Brandenburg Concerto No. 5,
BWYV 1050

Jerusalem
YMCA International Auditorium
Saturday, 15.5.27 | 20:00

Tel Aviv-Jaffa
Heikhal Hatarbut, Zucker Auditorium
Tuesday, 18.5.27 | 20:00

Givat Brenner — Concert Hall
Wednesday, 19.5.27 | 20:00

Concert No. 6 | June 2027
Sin and Grace

Michael Schneider (Germany) | Conductor
Soloists — TBA

A. Scarlatti -
“Sin, Repentance and Grace"
(la colpa il pemtimento la grazia), Oratorio

Haifa — Hecht Museum Auditorium
Saturday, 19.6.27 | 20:00

Jerusalem — YMCA International Auditorium
Sunday, 20.6.27 | 20:00

Tel Aviv-Jaffa — Heikhal Hatarbut,
Zucker Auditorium
Tuesday, 22.6.27 | 20:00






